
Project Summary

- Started out creating honeypot accounts with 3 different 
email providers (Hotmail, Gmail, and Yahoo) using different 
variables
 Age
 Gender
  Location
 Connections (Facebook  or Amazon)

- After receiving minimal amounts of spam, we decided to try 
other approaches:
 Post email addresses on the Huffington Post blog
 Post email addresses on two different Wordpress
 blogs
  Respond to spammer email addresses

- Finally, we had to take a different approach to our project 
because we did not receive enough spam data to perform a 
quantitative analysis. Instead, we perfomed a qualitative 
analysis on several research articles found online.

Strategies to Receive Spam

- Created Facebook accounts
- Created Amazon Accounts
- Posted all email addresses on Wordpress, and Huffington Post
- Responded to spam emails

We found posting on Wordpress to be the best strategy to We found posting on Wordpress to be the best strategy to 
receive more spam.

Creating Amazon accounts seemed to be the least useful, 
especially because the accounts were never active.

Fun Facts

- ‘Aardvarks’ receive more spam than ‘zebras’
 Emails beginning with the letter ‘a’ receive more spam than 
 emailes beginning with the letter ‘z’

- The most important influence on amount of spam recieved 
  was the email service provider
    Hotmail received more spam than any other service 
  provider

- 81% spam only servers only send spam within a short period 
 of time - 1 day out of 2 month period


